Obeying The Gospel Call

Introduction

Have you ever wondered what a disciple really is? Jesus calls men and women to be His disciples, yet
many times we have not really considered what He is asking or what He requires in order to answer His
invitation.

In this lesson, we will examine what being a disciple of Jesusis all about and show from the Bible what

Jesus expects of those who desire to follow Him. Let's review your relationship with Christ so you will have a
clear idea of where you are and what, if anything, you might do to improve this relationship.

1. Do you believe that Jesusisthe Divine Son of God and that God raised Him from the dead?

2. Areyou now, or have you ever been saved? . If yesput an “X” onthetimeline.

3. If you answered yes, how were you saved (time, age, event, location, circumstances etc).

Usethelife-line below:
Birth Death

Your LifeLine

1. Haveyou ever been baptized? (Writea"X" and give your age at the time)

2. If you answered yes, why were you baptized? (Put this by the "X")

3. Were you baptized by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion?

I. The Call To Discipleship
A. Romans 1:16
1. Isthe Gospel message the power which God usesto save us?

B. John 20:30-31
1. Arewe ableto have eternd life by knowing and obeying the written word?

C. Luke 6:46
1. Canwecal JesusLord if we are not willing to obey Him"

D. Matthew 7:21-23

1. Issimply calling Jesus Lord enough to save us?

2. Did these believers prophesy in Jesus name?

3. Didthese believers cast out demons in Jesus name?

4. Did these believers do many works in Jesus name?

5. What did Jesus say to these believers? Why?

6. Isbeingreligious or doing religious things in Jesus name enough to save you?

7. lIsit your understanding that you must do the Father's will in order to be saved?
E. Hebrews 5:8-9

1. Jesusisthe source of eternd life for those who Him.
F. James 2:19

1. Doesthe devil believe in God? Isthe Devil saved?

G. Ephesians 2:8-9
1. "Forby are you saved through
2. NOTE: Graceis God's part, Faith is man's part.
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H. Hebrews 11:6
1. For without faithitis to please God.

I. James 2:14-17, 24-26

1. Weare not saved by works of merit (we can't earn our salvation). However, we are saved by works of
obedient faith. If fact, without works of obedient faith, our faith is dead and will not save us.

2. Verse24:"You seethat amanis Judtified by and not by aone.
3. Isfaith done able to save you?
4. Faith without works (deeds, action) is (:26)

lI. The Requirements Of Discipleship

A. Luke 14:25-35 (see also Matthew 10:37-39)
1. Must you love Jesus more than you love your family or even your own life in order to be His follower?

2. Areyou willing to make that commitment in order to follow Him?
B. Luke 14:27

1. Jesussaid you must carry your own
2. What iscross bearing? Let's read on and see.

C. John 19:17-18
1. When Jesus carried His own cross, did He go to die?
2. Crosses (like eectric chairs) are for dying.

D. Galatians 2:20
1. Did Paul say that He had been crucified With Christ?
2. Wasthe old Paul (Saul of Tarsus) till alive?
3. Who was now alivein him? (In order to live for Christ, you have to dieto self first)
4.

Are you willing to make the commitment to let your life be controlled by Jesus?

E. Romans 6:4-7
1, When you are crucified with Christ, two things die. What are they? and

F. Luke 14:28-32
1. Isthe consideration to follow Jesus very serious?
2. Doesit require that you count the cost of your commitment?

G. Luke 14-33
1. If aperson wantsto follow Jesus, what must he give up?
2. Areyou willing to relinquish ownership of everything you own to follow Jesus?

H. Philippians 3:7-8
1. Did Paul view al thingslossin order to gain Christ?
2. Did he consider knowing Christ and being a disciple of Christ afar greater value than anything this
earth could offer?
3. Will you follow Christ and put Him first above friends, family, self, and possessions?
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f. Crucifying sin and self can be a challenge, Read Galatians 5:19-24; and Romans 1:28-32; and
Ephesians 4:17- 5:5. What are some things that you must change in your life in order to
follow Jesus?

[ll. Being United With Christ
A. Romans 6:1-7; Colossians 2:12
1. Isbaptism the act of obedient faith in which we are crucified with Christ?
2. Isbaptism an act of obedient faith in the working of God (Colossians 2:12)?
3. Isbaptismaburial? Do you bury "live" people?
4. Must you dieto sin and self (repent) in order to be buried with Christ?

B. Acts2:38
1. What two things do you receive when you are baptized according to this verse? and

C. Acts22:16
1. Why was Saul baptized according to this verse?
2. NOTE: Obeying God in baptism is "caling on the name of the Lord." Paul had seen the risen Christ
and fasted for three days, yet his sinswere not forgiven until he had them washed away by this obedient
work of faith (Col 2:11-12). A person is not saved until forgivenessis received therefore a personis
saved when their sins are washed away in baptism.

D. Mark 16:15-16
1. Must aperson believein Christ before being properly baptized?
2. Cananinfant believein Christ? Does an infant need to believe ? Why?

E. Acts 18:8
1. Werethese Corinthians baptized after they believed?
2. Could ababy be properly baptized as these verses teach?

F. Acts 2:38
1. Must aperson repent (die to sin) before being properly baptized?
2. Can ababy repent? Does a baby need to repent? Why?

G. Romans 10:9-10
1. Must we confess Jesus as Lord before being saved?
2. Isthisawork of merit by which we earn our salvation or awork of faith?
3. Can ababy confess Jesus as Lord? Does a baby need to?

H. Acts 8:34-39
1. DoesBiblical baptism require one to go down into and come up out of the water?
2. NOTE: The Greek Word "Baptizo" means to immerse, plunge under, or submerge. Sprinkling and
pouring are man made substitutions that were introduced only after the erroneous teaching about
original sin and infant baptism began.

1. Ephesians 4:4-5; Acts 19:1-5
1. Werethese twelve people baptized incorrectly with the wrong baptism?
2. What did they do when they discovered the truth? . They were
honest people, but had been taught incorrectly about the one baptism that God accepts.
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J. Galatians 3:26-27

1. Does baptism (immersion) put you "into" Christ?

2. Thereisonly one baptism that puts a person into Christ. If a person was baptized with
"another" baptism that the Bible does not command (like sprinkling, pouring, or
immersion for the wrong reason like John's Baptism), would that person bein
Christ?

K. | Peter 3:20-21
1. Doesthe Bible say that immersion (baptism) NOW saves you? NOTE:
Thisis not simply taking a physical bath, but is the cleansing of the conscience by the
resurrection .

L. John 3:3-5
1. If apersonisnot born of water and the Spirit, can he enter the kingdom of God?

M. The Biblica Life Line: Saved, forgiven, born again, and "in Christ" at the point of the "one" baptism

X

N. Doesyour life linelook differently than the Bible's life line. Do you want to do the Father'swill?
Conclusion

A. Fromthislesson we've learned that you must believe in Jesus, be willing to dieto sin and self (repent),
confess Jesus as your Lord, and be immersed in water as an obedient act of faith in the working of God to
remove your sin, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and be put "In Christ." Thisishow you are Born Again
(John 3:1-5). If you haven't obeyed God's will asrevealed in the Bible, you are not yet saved. Thereisonly
One Lord, One faith, One church, and One Baptism that God commands and accepts (Ephesians 4:4-5). He
will accept no substitutions.

B. Thedecision to accept Jesus' invitation is a serious one and you must count the cost of your commitment.
The benefits are eternal life, forgiveness of al your sins, and peace with God. One hundred years from
now, friends, family, and possessions will all be gone, however where you spend eter nity will be fixed
forever.

C. Areyou ready to be born again of the water and the Spirit?

When you are baptized into Christ:

Rom 6:3-6

1. Youareput "Into Christ" (Gal 3:27)

2. You are buried with Christ (Rom 6:3-6)
old Saif Is 3. You are added to Christ's body whichisthe
Crucified Church (I Cor 12:12-13)

4. You are saved, your sins are forgiven, and
Deathto sin

In Christ
you receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38)
TTa— / . You are born again (John 3:5)
You have anew life (2 Cor 5:17)

o o

Buried With Christ
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