03-29 Answers To Life's Difficult Questions: How Can I Live Above Average?

Intro:

AC: How many of you would like to have your life featured in a book entitled, "How I achieved Mediocrity and got less than the best out of life?"

What People Associate With Success and Accomplishment
Today, just 25 percent of adults say "a lot of money" signifies success and accomplishment, down from 33 percent in 1996. What people most associate with success and accomplishment: 


·Satisfied with your life: 83 


·In control of your life: 80 


·Have a good marriage: 78 


·Really good at your job : 69 


·Can afford what's important: 66 


·Have successful children: 63 

USA Today (1/19/98)
Need: Everybody wants and needs to be recognized and appreciated for something positive.

AWe want our lives to count for something positive to our family, our kids, our friends, and to humanity.

1Martin Buxbaum, on success: You can use most any measure when you're speaking of success. You can measure it in fancy home, expensive car or dress. But the measure of your real success is one you cannot spend. It's the way your son describes you when he's talking to a friend."

BGod is interested in our success and happiness (John 10:10; Pr 2:7)

CThere is a man in the Bible who is an example of living above average.  There are only two verses about him, but he's still thought of four thousand years later.  (1 Chr 4:9-10)

CI: What are three principles can we see in Jabez that will help us live above average?

I. Principle #1:  You Need Great Ambition    
A "Oh that God would bless me and enlarge my territory!" That's ambition!

1 Progression of Ambition
a Ambition usually progresses through the following stages: to be like Dad…to be famous…to be a millionaire…to make enough to pay the bills…to hang on long enough to draw a pension.  Bits and Pieces, Sept, 1989

B There is a difference between godly ambition and worldly ambition 

1 Selfish Ambition: James 3:14-16;

a He who sacrifices his conscience to selfish ambition burns a picture to obtain the ashes."   - Chinese Proverb

b "Don't confuse fame with success. Madonna is one and Helen Keller is the other." - Erma Bombeck 

2 Godly Ambition ( Phil 3:13-14)

C If you don't have a dream, you're drifting.  When you stop setting goals, you stop growing.  

1 PRINCIPLE:  as long as you're horizon is expanding, you'll be an emotionally healthy human being.

2 A life with no challenges and no goals can be summed up in one word BOREDOM!
D James Sizoo said, "It is what the unimportant people do that really counts and determines the course of history. The greatest forces in the universe are never spectacular. Summer showers are more effective than hurricanes, but they get no publicity. The world would soon die but for the fidelity, loyalty, and consecration of those whose names are unhonored and unsung"

E Three common misconceptions that keep us from having great ambition

1 We confuse humility with FEAR   (2 Tim 1:7)

2 We confuse contentment with LAZINESS  (Matt 25:26)

3 We confuse small thinking    with spirituality (Eph 3:20)

II. Principle #2 You Need A Growing Faith   
A Jabez  had enough faith to pray and expect an answer!

1 William Carey said, "Attempt great things for God; expect great things from God!"

B Interesting facts about Jabez

1 No mention of any special ability, talent, gift, wealth, education or position.  

2 He had a name and possibly a disability that could have hampered his life  "Painful! (narrate)

3 He was a common man with an uncommon faith (Mark 9:23)

C "Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles that one has overcome while trying to succeed." - Booker T. Washington (1856-1915)

D Good and Bad Decisions
1 The story is told of a new bank president who met with his predecessor and said, "I would like to know what have been the keys to your success." The older gentleman looked at him and replied, "Young man, I can sum it up in two words: Good decisions." To that the young man responded, "I thank you immensely for that advice, sir, but how does one come to know which are the good decisions?" "One word, young man," replied the sage. "Experience." "That's all well and good," said the younger, "but how does one get experience?" "Two words," said the elder. "Bad decisions." MBI's Today In The Word, November, 1989, p. 23

III. Principle #3 You Need A Genuine PRAYER life
A It was his faith and ambition verbalized in bold prayer that caught God's attention and we still talk about it today... even a book written about his prayer!

B His prayer illustrates three things we can expect from God

1 God's power in his life "I want you to bless me!"

a Enlarge my boarders, expand my territory and I want more real estate!

B 1 John 5:14-15

2 God's presence    in his life

a "Let your hand be with me..." 

b If God answers my prayer, they I'll have more responsibility and pressure, thererfore I need God to really be with me!"

c Be with me Lord, I cannot live without Thee!

3 God's Protection   in his life

a "Keep me from harm so I'll be free from pain (:10)

C Principle: The more successful you are, the more critics you'll have.  The more territory you own, the more enemies will attack you.  The closer you grow to the Lord, the more the devil will harass you. (Hebrews 13:6; Romans 8:31-39)

IV. Application

A Do you want to live above mediocrity and see God work in your life? Do you want to experience real answers to your prayers?  Are you tired of just drifting along in life?

B Follow these three principles:

1 Get a Great ambition that is bigger than you are

2 Get a growing faith and expect God to do great things with your life

3 Get a genuine prayer life and start connecting with the power source of the universe.  It's God who moves mountains, but it's prayer that moves God!

C If you want to live above average, make sure you're investing in the right place (Mark 8:36-37)

ASmall Group Homework:  Write out what you want your obituary to say.  What do you have to change in your life so it can be said truthfully?

